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Despite World War I with its accompanying population losses through casualties,
emigration and the wartime influenza epidemic, Canada’s population increased by
219 p.c. in the 1911-21 decade. This was the largest gain shown by any modern
country in the period with the exception of Australia where an increase of 22.0 p.c.
was recorded.

The Census of 1951 showed the population of Canada to be 14,009,429, repre-
senting an increase of 2,502,774 or 21-8 p.c. over the 1941 figure of 11,506,655.
Newfoundland’s entry into Confederation accounted for 861,416 of this increase.
Excluding Newfoundland, the population in 1951 totalled 13,648,013, an increase
of 2,141,358 or 18-6 p.c. over the 1941 population of the nine provinces and the
territories. This numerical increase was the largest on record and the percentage
increase was exceeded only in the 1901-11 and 1911-21 decades. The population
increase in the 1941-51 decade is all the more remarkable when consideration is
given to the fact that immigration was greatly restricted during the war years,
With the resumption of immigration in the post-war years, however, Canada gained
about 424,000 in population through immigrant arrivals over the decade. The
period was characterized also by high birth rates, and the natural increase was just
under 2,000,000 for the ten-year period.

1.—Numerical and Percentage Distribution of Population, by Province,

Decennial Census Years 1871-1951

Nore.—The populations of the Prairie Provinces in 1906, 1916, 1926, 1936 and 1946 are shown in the 1951
Year Book, p. 131. Intercensal estimated populations from 1867-1904 will be found in the 1936 Year Book,
p. 141; from 1905-30 in the 1946 edition, p. 127; from 1932-40 in the 1952-53 edition, p. 143; and from 1942-53
in Table 9, p. 129, of the present edition.
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1 Populations of Newfoundland (which was not part of Canada until 1949) were: 1871, 152,500 (estimated);
1881, 186,500 (estimated); 1891, 202,040; 1901, 222,984; 1911, 242,619; 1621, 263,033; 1931, 281,500 (estimated);
1941, 303,300 (estimated); and 1945, 321,819, 2 Includes 485 members of the Royal Canadian Navy
recorded separately in 1921,



